JANUARY 18, 2026 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

el 2 St. Mary ’'s Immaculate Conception Parish

7176 Esker Road, Custer, WI 54423
Phone: 715-592-4330

Website: www.stmaryscuster.net
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Please submit bulletin notices to stmary@wi-net.com

by noon on Tuesday.

PARISH CLERGY

Fr. Mark Miller, Pastor 715-600-6942

fr.miller@sacredheartpolonia.com
Deacon Jim Sniadajewski
den.jim@sacredheartpolonia.com

You may reach Father Miller for both emergency
and non emergency situations by calling Sacred
Heart office at any time of the day.

Parish Mission Statement
St Mary’s Parish is a practicing Catholic
Community providing spiritual, social and
educational opportunities for all God’s people
that we may deepen our love of God and one
another through prayer and deed.

PARISH STAFF

Secretary-Donna Wierzba....stmary@wi-net.com
Bookkeeper-Rebecca Jones
stmaryicfinance@gmail.com

Coordinator of Religious Education-

Jessica Bielen

Custodian-Jeanne Hintz
Maintenance/Grounds keeping
Josh Genskow

Mass [ntentions

Tuesday, January 20,
8:15 am +Stanley & Della Klesmith

Wednesday, January 21
8:15 am +Leon & Martha Peplinski
by Diane & Russell Wysocki

Thursday, JANUARY 22, @ SH
7 am Adoration 7:30-8 am Confessions
8:15 am +Beverly Stanczyk

Friday, January 23,
7 am Adoration 7:30-8 am Confessions
8:15 am +Chuck Egle by Family

Saturday, January 24, @ SH
8:15 am Special Intentions
for Father Miller

2:45 pm Confessions
4:00 pm +Emily Ramczyk

Sunday, January 25, Third Sunday
in Ordinary Time

8:00 am @ SH +Emmerick, Emily &
Angie Wojtalewicz

10 am St. Mary’s I.C. & Sacred Heart
Parish Families


mailto:dcn.jim@sacredheartpolonia.com

"In all his dealings with us, the Lord teaches us how
to live on this earth. Thereis not a person in this
world who is not a voyager, even if not all are
anxious to return to the homeland. In the course of
this voyage the waves and the storms make us
seasick. But at least we are in the ship. Outside the ship, death
would be inevitable. When one is swimming among the breakers,
however energetic one's arms are, sooner or later one is defeated
by the size of the ocean and allows oneself to drown. To complete
the crossing, therefore, it is essential to remain in the ship.”
- St. Augustine

Dear Parishioners:

With the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord which we celebrated
on January 11, the Season of Christmastide came to an end. I
hope all of you were able to rest in the joy of the Savior's
birth. Perhaps take some time and think about what this last
Christmastide was like - what were the joys, what were the
sorrows? What were the blessings, and what were some of the
challenges?

Sincerely,
Fr. Miller

Prayers for those in need are so very important; so if you would
like someone added to the list please contact the parish office.
Always be sure you have permission to add someone's name.

Please remember in your prayers
Please pray for the following and all who are ill in our parish:
Kenny Rozek, Joe Raschka, Ruthie & Lenny Pliska, Henry Gagas,
Valerie Stanczyk, Shirley Pliska, Sharon Zblewski, Jerry Lepatk,
Denny Elsenrath, Adam Cohen, Ken Wierzba, Jim Zblewski,
Bob Zimbauer, Brigid & Al Pellatt

If anyone is in need of spiritual care at your home or hospital (e.g.
Confession, Holy Communion or Anointing of the Sick) please call the
parish to make arrangements. Father Miller is here for your spiritual and
sacramental needs. Also, be aware that if you are in the hospital for an
extended period of time, and would like a visit, please contact parish.
Hospitals do not make aware of these situations.

For prayer support through the unpublished

St. Mary’s I.C. Parish Prayer Chain
please call Elsie Mansavage 715-592-4174, or the Parish Olffice
715-592-4330 or stmary@wi-net.com FIRST NAMES ONLY will be

used,;, members promise to respect your request in confidence.

Please pick up your 2026 Church Support Envelopes located |
on the table in the back of church. :

WEEKLY FINANCIAL
SUPPORT
January 11
Offertory $ 116.00
Building Fund 500.00
Adult Env
& ACH 1146.00
Total $ 1762.00
AS THE FATHER HAS
SENT ME, S0 I SEND YOU.
- JOHN 20:21
FUELING
MISSIONS DIOLC.ORG/STEWARDSHIP
or HOPE

EOAL | $22,655.00 |

=
Ell= COMMITTED
=" AND RECEIVED

% of Goal Pledged: 93.99%

$21,292.50 |

Thank you to those who have
contributed to the Diocesan
Annual Appeal. Please
consider making a gift to
this year's Appeal if you
haven't already. Thank you
THERE ARE EXTRA FORMS &
ENVELOPES FOR THE APPEAL

IN THE ENTRNACE OF THE
CHURCH.

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO
HAVE DONATED p

AND CONTINUE TO
DONATE TO OUR *
BUILDING FUND Vi
Envelopes for the Ground
Level Hall and Church
Renovations can be  found
in your Parish support

envelopes. This project is for
current and future generations
of St. Mary’s parishioners.




Liturgical Appointments

St. Mary's I.C.

Faith Formation Program SUNDAY, JANUARY 25

LECTOR Christine USHERS Kyle, Vincent
SERVERS Landon & Leo

MONEY COUNTERS Joanna David Rosemarie
MUSICIANS Mary & Cheryl

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1
LECTOR Nora USHERS Betty & Ron
SERVERS Hutton & Nolan

’ MONEY COUNTERS Brad, Bette, Marie
ST MARY. S 1.C. FOOD PANTRY MUSICIANS Jacquie & Carolyn
Please continue to donate to our Food

iy

Coordinator of Religious Education Jessica Bielen
(715)347-3367 or jwier319@gmail.com

Pantry Your non perishable items and

monetary donations go to local families. Please help us help

those in need. Drop off items in the cart in the entrance BUY SCRIP

of Church. After Mass February
Please check the expiration date on items you are donating. 8th & 22nd

If you need scrip before

- Scrip Sunday, please call
MASS OFFERINGS: Shelly (715-592-3775)
WE HAVE SOME WEEKDAYS AVAILABLE IN
FEBRUARY & MARCH. Please contact the office Thank you f°" supporting
715-592-4330 this week to schedule a Mass. our scrip program

The Best Gift for your Spouse--Harmony and Hope! A weekend for married couples facing a difficult time
in their relationship to be held in Wausau area Feb 13-15, provides a path to rediscover the spouse you fell
in love with. “We could not talk without arguing. Eventually, our marriage entered a second honeymoon.
We are now able to live in harmony thanks to the skills we learned in the Retrouvaille program.” For more
info, visit HelpOurMarriage.org or call 1-877-922-4673 (Fully confidential).

- Ki,rth' - @in > JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 24th- Ron Landowski 28th-Trevor Kluck
ccH—"

January 18, - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

IS 49:3, 5-6; PS 40:2, 4, 7-10;1 COR 1:1-3; JN 1:29-34

Today’s readings offer clear and inspiring reminders of the most fundamental aspect of our identity — that we are
servants of our most high and holy God, His modern-day disciples, and stewards.

John the Baptist recognized Jesus's holiness and the response due to Him when he encountered Christ in person on
the day they met at the Jordan River. His response, which we read in our Gospel passage from St. John, was,
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world... He is the one of whom I said, ‘A man is coming
after me who ranks ahead of me because he existed before me.””

What a powerful description of our Lord and the place He should rightfully hold in each of our lives. He is truly
our Savior, the only one who can free us from our sinfulness. We are wholly and utterly dependent on His power,
love, and mercy. Therefore, He truly does “rank ahead” of us; He deserves to be first, above all other priorities and
plans in our lives. Let us examine our daily lives and encourage our children to do the same.

Does the way I spend my time reflect that God comes first? Do prayer and weekly Mass, regular confession, and
time with my family “rank ahead” of everything else on my calendar? Do I use my talents, skills, and energy to
serve my family, parish, and community in thanksgiving and recognition that God’s kingdom comes before any
other goals or ambitions? Do I spend my money and use my material possessions to glorify God?

Challenge questions, to be sure. But questions worthy of our high calling as Christian stewards, offered in service

to our Lord and His kingdom. What will our response be?



mailto:jwier319@gmail.com

'ST. MARY-TORUN
PONCZKA SALE
JANUARY 24, 2026

Place your order today

. by calling 715-344-9665 or

’ emailing ponczka@toruncatholic.org
or online at

www.toruncatholic.org/ponczka

St. Peter’s wonderful o —

SOUP & PIE SALE
January 24th 2-5:30pm
January 25th 7:30-Noon

(or sold out)

Soups: Chicken Noodle, Ham and Bean, Swiss Broccoli
PRE-ORDER ToDAY!
NO GUARANTEES
THAT EXTRA WILL
BE AVAILABLE.

and Vegetable Beef Barley $10 per quart

Assorted variety of Homemade Pies— all delicious!!

P.rice.s vary. ?% S’ ?

Sponsored by Family Life Cmte.

St. Peter Parish, 800 4th Ave. @

Stevens Point, Faustina Room

St. Adalbert
Catholic School

3315 St. Adalbert Rd Rosholt WI154473

reakfast

Event
ANUARY 25

8:30am to 11:30am

All You Can Eat
Menu: Made from Scratch Potatoand Regular Pancakes!
Served with Bacon, Sausage, Scrambled e

Cost per dozen: $14
) Choices include:
_ Unfilled, Raspberry Jelly, or Prune Filled

All order must be picked up at the parish
on January 24 between 3 & 6 p.m.

St. Mary - Torun
5589 Dewey Dr.
Stevens Point, WI 54482

www.TorunCatholic.org

1 @60 TAKE AND BAKE

ST. ADALBERT CATHOLIC SCHOOL St. Wenceslaus (Milladore)

PCC W PIZZA & CALZONE
SALE
~ Saturday, January 31
from 2 to 4pm
OVER $‘] 000 The Following Flavors are $10 i pizas ae 12

Sausage
7 Pepperoni/Bacon

'N CASH pRlz ES \L_/:/\\ Chicken Bacon Ranch

Meat Lovers

Hash Browns, Desserts, Orange Juice, MI"\

CARD PACKS Breakfast
Adults $12.00 Cash and Prize Raffles ‘ jJé‘?; ZAOY | Cheese Pizza is $8
Children Mass at 10:30am Calzones Are $4 NEW
SO Handicap Accessible Chicken/Garlic Ranch Fresh Homemade
Ages 5 and under Free Questions Please Call 715-573-6216 Sausage Pretzels
Pepperoni with Cheese Sauce

Breakfast $1.50

St. ladislaus Parish, Bevent

re;: ¢ Gold Eveaing - spcRED HEART PARIS

Sat, Feh Tth .50 = cusTER, Wi 5423
m.n EGN P

SUNDAY, FEERUARY 8th
! Green & Gold Raffls Drawing at 5:30 and Basket Rafile Drawing at 8:00 at 2
8¢, Lacislas, 173141 Stato Hiwy 153, Hatley - Proeeds will o toward ownstruction afa columbar:um in parish cemelery STARTS AT 1:00 PM

DOORS OPEN AT 11:00 AM
Green & Gold Raffle
CONCESSIONS WILL ) | "o oo o FLE

OVER $600.00 IN CASH PRIZES!
\g G“’-a‘ i 000 | 5005500 55inch brizes BE AVAILABLE: GIFT CARD

IEn BARBECUES,
' casH casH casH v s‘i'is’o HOTDOGS, POPCORN,
ICE CREAM, PIES,
AND DESSERTS

— Plus 4 other prizas, including —

Green Bay Packers 2024 Collectors Series Football




Faith is God"s gift that enables
us to believe in Him, to trust and
to act according to His truth. It is
a firm, confident belief in what 1s
hoped for, even when it is not yet
visible, and a strong conviction in
realities that cannot be perceived
by our physical senses. Faith is
neither a feeling nor a blind leap;
it is a confident step into God’s
truth — “the acceptance of a truth

on the authority of God
revealing.”  (Bishop  Fulton
Sheen)

Faith seeks to know. We desire
to know the Christ in whom we
believe so our faith grows. Given
to us in Baptism, faith grows
through prayer, reflection on
Scripture, and reception of the
Sacraments, especially the Holy
Eucharist and Confession. When
faith is alive in us, it brings about
a deep sense of “knowing”, a
certitude of mind and heart. This
certitude moves us to entrust our
lives to God and to seek His will,
which is always for our good.

Faith is a divine gift that invites
our response to God who
reveals Himself in love. He
gives us the grace to believe, yet
we must freely cooperate with
that grace — trusting His Word
and acting upon it. When we
want to believe but feel weak in
faith, we can pray the words of

Scripture:  “Lord, 1 believe;
please help my unbelief”
(Mark 9:24).

Believe!

On Christian Faith

As we commit to living our faith,
it shapes how we live, how we
pray, and how we see others. Faith
15 not static; it grows as we use it
— as we continually align
ourselves with God’s plan. It
moves us to act with love, hope,
and courage, even when we may
have uncertainty. Without
nourishment, faith can weaken;
but when we practice it through
prayer and daily acts of trust, faith
becomes a source of strength.

Faith opens our eves to realities
unseen. It enables us to see Christ
in the poor, to trust His mercy in
suffering, and to believe in His
Eucharistic  presence. Faith
enlightens reason — not by
destroying it, but by giving it new
light, as Bishop Fulton Sheen
wrote, like the sun revealing what
was hidden in darkness. By faith,
we recognize not only bread on the
altar, but the living Christ who
feeds our souls.

Saint Joseph offers one of the
Church’s clearest examples of
lived faith. Though Scripture
records none of his words, his
actions speak profoundly. When
God revealed His will through
dreams, Joseph obeyed without
hesitation, taking Mary his wife
into his home (Matthew 1:20). He
protected the Christ Child by
fleeing to Egypt and served his
family faithfully and humbly.
Joseph trusted God even when he
could not see the outcome. This is
the heart of faith: obedience born
from love.

Faith is also our strength in
times of trial. It anchors us when
the world feels uncertain, when
evil seems to prevail, or when
prayers  appear  unanswered.
Through faith, we learn to say
with confidence, “Jesus, [ trust in
You.”

As we grow in this supemnatural
virtue, we are called to live 1t out
in daily life through charity. Saint
James reminds us that “faith apart
from works is dead.” Living faith
forgives, loves, and serves. It
moves us to care for others,
especially those in need, and to
witness to Christ in both word and
action.

Faith is a necessary element in
living a true life. Let us pray for
deeper faith and the strength it
brings. May we keep our eyes
fixed on Jesus, trust in His
promises, and follow the example
of Saint Joseph with courage.
When we Dbelieve and act
accordingly, we are never alone;
we walk in the light of God’s truth
and love.

“Let us keep our eves fixed on
Jesus, the author and perfector
of our faith” who brings that
faith to its ultimate completion.
(Hebrews 12:1-2)

Find more here: diolc.org/virtues
By Ann Lankford

Office for Catechesis &
Evangelization



